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Assessing the Impacts of Social Globalization on Desirable Characteristics of
Secondary School Students
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to assess impacts of social globalization on desirable
characteristics of secondary school students, with different parenting styles and home locations.

The research population was 7"-12" grade students under jurisdiction of the Office of
Basic Education Council, Ministry of Education and a research sample of 910 students was drawn by a
stratified sampling by which the region was used as a stratification variable. Research instruments
comprised a survey of parenting styles, a survey of students’ exposure to social globalization, an
assessment of students’ desirable characteristics with 4-option situational questions, and an assessment
of desirable characteristics with 4-point rating scale questions. Data was analyzed through a regression
analysis and a multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA).

The major findings included: 1) social globalization had various types of interaction
effects with the parenting style on student’s desirable characteristics. That is, it had positive, negative
or null effects depending on a particular type of desirable characteristics and these effects were
moderated by parenting styles. Parenting styles with great cares and controls prevent adolescents from
negative effects of social globalization; 2) there was an interaction effect of social globalization and
home location on students’ reported discipline. Specifically, students who live in the urban areas and
with frequent exposure to social globalization were less disciplined. However, greater exposure to
globalization had a positive effect for students who live outside urban areas.
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